Sarah Wheeler

2001-2002 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR
UNIVERSITY OF GHANA - BIOLOGY (STUDIED AT UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL)
ACCRA, GHANA

SERVING AS A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR IS
ALL OF THE THINGS THAT YOU WOULD IMAGINE IT TO
BE. AN HONOR, A PRIVILEGE, AND AN AMAZING ADVEN-
TURE. THIS OPPORTUNITY EXTENDS AN INCREDIBLE IN-
VITATION TO BECOME A PART OF A STRONG, DRIVEN,
AND UNIQUE COMMUNITY OF INDIVIDUALS WHO SHARE
A VISION TO CREATE UNDERSTANDING IN THE
WORLD. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO IMMERSE YOURSELF IN
SUCH A TASK AND NOT GROW TREMENDOUSLY AS A HU-
MAN BEING. SINCE SPENDING MY AMBASSADORIAL
YEAR IN GHANA, WEST AFRICA, MY LIFE HAS NEVER BEEN THE SAME. ALMOST A DECADE
LATER, THE IMPACT OF THIS EXPERIENCE STILL RESONATES IN VIRTUALLY EVERY ASPECT OF
MY LIFE. THE ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP GAVE ME THE INCREDIBLE GIFT OF
KNOWLEDGE, REFINED MY WORLDVIEW, FOSTERED PRECIOUS LIFE-LONG FRIENDSHIPS, AND
TRULY IGNITED MY PASSION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH. AT PRESENT, | AM ABOUT TO EMBARK ON
THE NEXT PHASE OF MY CAREER AS A NURSE PRACTITIONER AND PUBLIC HEALTH PROFES-
SIONAL. | KNOW WITHOUT A SHADOW OF A DOUBT THAT | WOULD NOT BE WHERE | AM TODAY
IF | HAD NOT BEEN GRANTED THE AMBASSADORIAL EXPERIENCE. | AM FOREVER INDEBTED TO
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION FOR PROVIDING ME WITH AN OPPORTUNITY THAT ALLOWED ME TO
TRULY CONFIRM MY CALLING. IT IS MY GENUINE HOPE THAT THE WORK THAT | DO AND THE RE-
LATIONSHIPS THAT | FORM WILL CONTINUE TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE POWER OF SUCH AN
AMAZING PROGRAM AND ORGANIZATION.

JOHN WETING NOTE- AFTER STUDYING IN GHANA SARAH EARNED A MASTERS DEGREE FROM JOHNS HOPKINS
AND PRESENTLY LIVES IN BALTIMORE, MD WHERE SHE IS AN OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH NURSE / HEALTH EDUCA-
TOR AT MCCORMICK & COMPANY.



Cristianne Wendler

2002-2003 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR

UNIVERSITY OF WITWATERSRAND - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CHILD PSYCHOLOGY (STUDIED AT UNDER-
GRADUATE LEVEL)

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA

MY AMBASSADORIAL YEAR IN SOUTH AFRICA, NOT TO
SOUND CLICHE, BUT IT LITERALLY CHANGED MY LIFE...I
FOUND MY CALLING THERE IN MY WORK WITH AIDS OR-
PHANS FROM WHICH ['VE HELPED ESTABLISH TWO NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. | NOW LIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA
AND | MARRIED A SOUTH AFRICAN. | ALSO BECAME A RO-
TARIAN FOLLOWING MY AMBASSADORIAL YEAR. THE
BEAUTY OF AN AMBASSADORIAL YEAR IS THAT THE
DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY HAVE BEEN THROWN OPEN
FOR YOU AND YOU HAVE A LARGE HOST OF PEOPLE WANTING TO HELP YOU CAPITALIZE ON
THAT EXPERIENCE, SO THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS! I'D WAGER A BET THAT YOU'LL NEVER
BE OFFERED QUITE SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY AGAIN. THAT SAID, IT COMES WITH GREAT RESPON-
SIBILITY, IN THAT WE EXPECT A HIGH STANDARD FROM YOU AS AN AMBASSADOR AND AS A
SCHOLAR AT ALL TIMES. SO, IF YOU'RE SIMPLY LOOKING FOR A STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE,
THIS IS NOT THE SCHOLARSHIP FOR YOU BECAUSE WE EXPECT MORE FROM YOU BEFORE, DUR-
ING AND AFTER YOUR AMBASSADORIAL YEAR. |IF YOU'RE UP FOR THAT CHALLENGE, | GUARAN-
TEE YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED!

JOHN WETING NOTE- CRISTIANNE IS CURRENTLY COMPLETING A THREE MONTH PROGRAM IN ROTARY’S PEACE &
CONFLICT RESOLUTION CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN BANGKOK, THAILAND. SHE WILL BE RETURNING TO SOUTH
AFRICA WHERE SHE AND HER HUSBAND LIVE AND SHE IS ACTIVE WITH IMAGING ITIRELENG AIDS MINISTRY IN
SOWETO, SOUTH AFRICA. AN HIV/AIDS NGO FOR CHILDREN. HTTP.//WWW.IKAGENG.ORG.ZA/

IF YOU CANNOT GUESS WHICH ONE IS CRISTIANNE, YOU CANNOT BE A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR!


http://www.ikageng.org.za/

Justen Thomas

2004-2005 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL - INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (MASTERS DEGREE)
BRISTOL ENGLAND

THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING INVOLVED WITH ROTARY AS AN
AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR IS BEING PART OF SOMETHING LAR-
GER THAN YOURSELF. WE ARE NEVER ALONE, ALWAYS HAVE
SOMEONE TO CALL, AND ARE PART OF A NETWORK OF LIKE-
MINDED PEOPLE WHO, LIKE US, WANT TO LEAVE THE WORLD A
BETTER PLACE THAN WE FOUND IT. BUT THE TRUE GIFT OF RO-
TARY ISN'T JUST ABOUT WHAT WE GET OUT OF IT AS SCHOLARS-
-BEING A ROTARY GOODWILL AMBASSADOR SHOULD ALSO BE-
COME A TITLE THAT DEFINES YOU. AS AMBASSADORIAL SCHOL-
ARS, WE REPRESENT MORE THAN OURSELVES-OUR ACTIONS
REPRESENT ROTARY, OUR FAMILIES, OUR REGION OF THE
UNITED STATES, AND OUR COUNTRY AS A WHOLE. MY ADVICE
TO ANY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR WOULD BE TO TAP IN FULLY
TO THE ROTARY NETWORK, AND LET IT DEFINE A PART OF YOUR
OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE, BE IT THROUGH SERVICE, REGULAR ROTARY EVENTS, OR SIMPLY BY
LIVING BY THE 4 WAY TEST, BOTH DURING AND LONG BEYOND YOUR ROTARY YEAR. TAKE THE
TITLE OF ROTARY 'AMBASSADOR' SERIOUSLY AND WEAR IT PROUDLY AS A SYMBOL THAT
GUIDES YOUR THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND DEEDS."

JOHN WETING NOTE- JUSTEN WENT ON TO JOIN THE US FOREIGN SERVICE . HIS FIRST ASSIGNMENT WAS TO THE
US EMBASSY IN PARIS, FRANCE. HE IS PRESENTLY SERVING IN BRASILIA, BRASIL.



Glenn Young

2005-2006 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY - EXPERIENTIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND OUTDOOR EDUCATION (MASTERS DE-
GREE)

CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND

I ATTENDED LINCOLN UNIVERSITY NEAR CHRIST-
CHURCH, NEW ZEALAND AS A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL
SCHOLAR IN 2006. DURING THAT TIME | STUDIED
PARKS, RECREATION, AND TOURISM WITH A FOCUS ON
OUTDOOR AND INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION. | HAD
CHOSEN TO STUDY THESE FORMS OF ALTERNATIVE EDU-
CATION BECAUSE OF EXPERIENCE | HAD WORKING
WITH INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS IN THE UNITED
STATES, CANADA, AND SE ASIA. | ALSO HAD EXPERI-
ENCE WITH AT-RISK YOUTH WHO WERE RARELY SUCCESSFUL IN TRADITIONAL EDUCATION SET-
TINGS. | FELT THAT THE HANDS-ON LEARNING THAT TOOK PLACE IN OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES AND
THROUGH TRAVEL WAS THE BEST WAY TO HELP THESE INDIVIDUALS FIND THE JOY IN LEARN-
ING.

FOLLOWING MY SCHOLARSHIP YEAR, | BEGAN WORKING FOR A NEW ZEALAND COMPANY
CALLED PACIFIC DISCOVERY, WHERE | LED SEMESTER STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS IN THAI-
LAND, LAOS, CAMBODIA, VIETNAM, AND BURMA FOR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FROM THE UNITED
STATES. ALTHOUGH | LOVED THE WORK, AND LEARNED A GREAT DEAL MYSELF, | FELT THAT
TOURISM WAS NOT THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO HELP PEOPLE UNDERSTAND AND APPRECI-
ATE OTHER CULTURES. THERE NEEDED TO BE MORE SUBSTANCE- MORE REAL CONNECTION
WITH THE LOCAL PEOPLE. A GREATER SHARING OF NOT ONLY MONEY AND POSITIVE EXPERI-
ENCES, BUT ALSO OF DIFFICULTY, STRUGGLE, AND HARDSHIP.

| RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES AND RESUMED WORKING WITH AT-RISK YOUTH. | ALSO BE-
GAN WORKING FOR A SERVICE LEARNING PROGRAM FOR A PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOL IN THE SE-
ATTLE AREA WHERE STUDENTS STAYED IN A SMALL VILLAGE IN PERU FOR ONE MONTH, LIVING
WITH FAMILIES AND COMPLETING A SERVICE PROJECT ALONG WITH HOUSE-HOLD
CHORES. THE STUDENTS DEVELOPED CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEIR ADOPTED FAMILIES,
AND GAINED A REAL APPRECIATION FOR THE COMMUNITY THAT THEY LIVED IN. BY THE END OF
THE MONTH IT FELT LIKE A SECOND HOME. THIS WAS CLOSER TO WHAT | HAD ENVISIONED,
AND | SIGNED-UP TO LEAD THE TRIP AGAIN THE FOLLOWING YEAR.

IN THE MEANTIME, | WAS CONTACTED BY THE PARENTS AND THERAPIST OF A STUDENT [ HAD IN
A WILDERNESS THERAPY PROGRAM. THE THERAPIST FELT THAT THE RELATIONSHIP | HAD DE-
VELOPED WITH THE STUDENT WAS ONE OF THE BEST THINGS THE YOUNG MAN HAD IN HIS LIFE,
AND HOPED THAT WE COULD FIND A WAY TO CONTINUE THE RELATIONSHIP BEYOND THE
BOUNDS OF THE PROGRAM. | BECAME A LIFE-COACH AND MENTOR, AND WAS PUT IN CHARGE



OF THE STUDENT'S HIGHER EDUCATION, WHICH WAS TO INCLUDE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND
EXPOSURE TO POVERTY IN THE THIRD-WORLD. | AM CURRENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF DESIGN-
ING AN INTERNATIONAL TRIP THAT WILL INCLUDE TRAVEL TO REMOTE REGIONS OF THE THIRD
WORLD, HOME-STAYS, AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE STUDENT. | HAVE ALSO
STARTED A COMPANY CALLED DIRECT EXPERIENCE INTERNATIONAL, WHOSE MISSION IS TO
EXPOSE PARTICIPANTS TO A DIVERSITY OF ENVIRONMENTS AND PEOPLES THROUGH HUMAN
POWERED TRAVEL (BICYCLING, HIKING, MOUNTAINEERING, ETC), HOME STAYS, AND EDUCA-
TION. THE COMPANY OPERATES IN THE UNITED STATES AND OVERSEAS THROUGH AFFILIA-
TIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.

THE PATH | HAVE CHOSEN TO FOLLOW IN MY PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL LIFE IS A DIRECT
RESULT OF MY TIME AS A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR. ALTHOUGH | HAD A STRONG
INTEREST IN INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION BEFORE MY TIME AS A SCHOLAR, MY SCHOLARSHIP
YEAR PROVIDED ME WITH EXPERIENCES THAT SOLIDIFIED MY COMMITMENT, AND HELPED ME
UNDERSTAND WHAT ELEMENTS WERE NECESSARY IN ORDER TO CREATE MEANINGFUL EXPERI-
ENCES THAT WOULD AFFECT PEOPLES' BEHAVIOR INTO THE FUTURE. MY CONCERN ABOUT
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS BEEN A PRODUCT OF RELATIONSHIPS THAT I'VE DEVEL-
OPED WITH PEOPLE FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, AND MUCH OF THIS HAS BEEN POSSIBLE BE-
CAUSE OF MY TIME SPENT LIVING IN THE INTERNATIONAL HOUSING AT LINCOLN UNIVER-
SITY. THROUGH MY WORK, | HOPE TO HELP DESIGN EXPERIENCES THAT RESULT IN LONG-TERM
RELATIONSHIPS WITH PEOPLE WHOSE LIVES AND EXPERIENCES ARE DRASTICALLY DIFFERENT
THAN THOSE OF PARTICIPANTS. IN EFFECT, | AM TRYING TO PROVIDE OTHERS WITH AN EXPERI-
ENCE THAT THE ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE FOR ME. IT'S
THE ONLY WAY | KNOW HOW TO GIVE BACK AFTER BEING GIVEN SO MUCH.

JOHN WETING NOTE- YOU CAN FOLLOW GLEN ON HIS BLOG AT
HTTP.//DIRECTEXPERIENCE.WORDPRESS.COM/



http://directexperience.wordpress.com/

Alessandra Brignola

2006-2008 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR (INBOUND FROM ITALY)
MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY - INDUSTRIAL ARCHEOLOGY (MASTERS DEGREE)
HOUGHTON, MI USA

SPONSORED BY- ROTARY CLUB OF GENOVA GOLFO PARADISO,
GENOVA, ITALIA — DISTRICT 2030

o

s THE RAS PROGRAM HAS DEFINITELY SHAPED MY LIFE BOTH
4 PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY.
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IT NOT ONLY HAS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND A PRES-
TIGIOUS UNIVERSITY AND FULFILL THE PATH | WAS PROFES-
SIONALLY LOOKING FOR; BUT IT HAS EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY
IMPACTED MY LOOK TO - AND KNOWLEDGE OF - CULTURAL DI~
VERSITIES, LOCAL IDENTITIES, AND HISTORY.

IF IN SOME WAY STUDYING ABROAD AND MEETING INTERNA-
TIONAL STUDENTS CERTAINLY IS AN ENRICHING EXPERIENCE IN
GENERAL, THROUGH THE RAS PROGRAM ONE HAS THE UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY OF KNOWING, UNDERSTANDING, AND TAKING
PART INTO ROTARY AS A WHOLE: A WORLDWIDE FAMILY THAT
OPERATES AND SERVICES BOTH LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY; A WORLDWIDE AND INDIVID-
UAL EFFORT THAT INVESTS IN THE YOUTH IN ORDER TO BUILT INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE, AND
MUTUAL RESPECT AMONG COUNTRIES AND CULTURES.

DESPITE THE BAD NEWS WE DAILY HEAR ON THE MEDIA, BEING AN ACTIVE PART INTO RO-
TARY S PROGRAMS MAKES YOU REALIZE THAT THE WORLD IS NOT ONLY ABOUT HATE AND MUR-
DERS. MAKES YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS A HUGE PART OF US THAT WANT, DO AND CAN
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE:. BOTH DAILY AND WITHIN SPECIFIC AGENDAS. IT IS A STRONG, IMPRES-
SIVE, INFLEXIBLE, UNTIRING TEAM COMMITTED TO BUILD PEACE, GOODWILL, LEADERSHIP, AND
UNDERSTANDING. YOU WILL BE PROUD OF BEING PART OF IT, AND YOU WON T BE ABLE TO IG-
NORE THE FUTURE OF OUR WORLD ANYMORE.

JOHN WETING NOTE- ALE IS PRESENTLY WORKING IN BOLOGNA, ITALIA WITH ICOMOS ITALIA YOUTH SECTION
AND IN COMMUNICATION & WEB MARKETING FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM PROJECTS AT PROMO FLORENCE
EVENTS



Juliana Hagembe

2007 - 2008 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR
UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG - PUBLIC HEALTH (MASTERS DEGREE)
HoONG KONG, CHINA

THE YEAR | SPENT IN HONG KONG WAS A GREAT YEAR. |
HAD THE PLEASURE OF PARTICIPATING IN NUMEROUS
ROTARY ACTIVITIES AND GAVE PRESENTATIONS TO
GROUPS OF DIVERSE AUDIENCES WHERE WE EXPERI-
ENCED THE JOY OF INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP. INTER-
ACTING WITH SO MANY SUCCESSFUL
AND INTELLIGENT ROTARIANS HELPED SHAPE MY
THOUGHTS, IDEALS, CAREER PLANS AND FUTURE GOALS.
FURTHERMORE, THE VALUABLE PERSONAL CONTRIBU-
TIONS FROM MY MPH CLASSMATES AT HKU (MOSTLY
DOCTORS FROM CHINA OR HONG KONG), REINFORCED WITH A VISIT TO THE CHINA LEPROSY
VILLAGE WITH MY HOST CLUB, FUELED MY DESIRE TO UTILIZE MY TALENTS AND ABILITIES TO
HELP PEOPLE LESS FORTUNATE THAN ME. IT ALSO INCREASED MY DETERMINATION TO PURSUE
MY ULTIMATE “GOAL” — TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS DECREASING HEALTHCARE INEQUITY AT
AN INTERNATIONAL LEVEL. | ACQUIRED A MASTERS IN PUBLIC HEALTH DEGREE IN HONG KONG
AND | AM CURRENTLY WORKING FOR THE INSTITUTE OF HUMAN VIROLOGY (DR. GALLO, THE
PERSON WHO DISCOVERED HIV CAUSES AIDS Is THE DIRECTOR- WE SUPPORT DIFFERENT
COUNTRIES IN AFRICA BUILD THEIR CAPACITY TOWARDS FIGHTING THE AIDS EPIDEMIC) AND
HOPE TO CONTINUE IN THIS LINE OF WORK IN THE FUTURE.

| CAN HONESTLY SAY THE RELATIONSHIPS THAT WERE FORMED WERE THE BEST PART OF THE
YEAR. | WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN A LOT OF MY "NOW GOOD FRIENDS” HAD EVER HAD DIRECT
CONTACT/CONVERSATION MAKING THE INTERACTION SPECIAL. IN ADDITION, VIVIAN (MY HOST
COUNSELOR FROM HONG KONG) WAS KIND ENOUGH TO ATTEND MY FIRST PRESENTATION IN
MARQUETTE (WHERE | SHARED ABOUT MY YEAR IN HONG KONG), ALL THE ROTARIANS AND
FRIENDS WHO HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET HER REALLY ENJOYED IT! LAST YEAR | HAD THE
VERY SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND VIVIAN'S WEDDING. THAT IS JUST AN EXAMPLE OF
HOW | AM STILL REALLY ENJOYING ALL THE RELATIONSHIPS | FORMED AS A RESULT OF MY AF-
FILIATION WITH ROTARY AND AS A RAS SCHOLAR.

| AM VERY THANKFUL TO ALL THE ROTARIANS FOR SUPPORTING SUCH A MAGNIFICENT PRO-
GRAM, FOR DISTRICT 6220 FOR SPONSORING ME AND DISTRICT 3450 FOR BEING SUCH A
WONDERFUL HOST DISTRICT

JOHN WETING NOTE- JULIANA IS PRESENTLY BACK HOME IN NAIROBI, KENYA WORKING AS A GLOBAL HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL FOR THE INSTITUTE OF HUMAN VIROLOGY



Kim Martino

2008-20092 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI - PUBLIC HEALTH (STUDIED AT UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL)
DELHI, INDIA

WITH MY HEART POUNDING SO HARD | WOULD HAVE
SWORN THAT | WAS GOING TO JUMP RIGHT THROUGH MY
CHEST, | LAID THE FIRST FOOT FALL OF THE MOST EARTH
SHAKING EXPERIENCE OF MY LIFE. EYES LIKE SAUCERS, |
NAVIGATED MY WAY THROUGH THE INDIRA GANDHI AIR-
PORT AND, TWO HOURS LATER, EMERGED IN THE THICK
AIR OF A JULY MIDNIGHT IN DELHI, INDIA. AT NINETEEN,
IN THE MIDDLE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE DEGREE
IN MICHIGAN, WITH NO EXPERIENCE TRAVELING, LET
ALONE LIVING OUTSIDE THE US, | HAD BEEN HONORED
WITH A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE THE
WORLD | WAS SO EAGER TO KNOW. WHILE | AM UNSURE IF | WILL EVER SUFFICIENTLY WRES-
TLE THAT YEAR INTO WORDS POWERFUL ENOUGH, FULL ENOUGH TO CONVEY MY EXPERIENCE,
| WILL SAY THIS: WALKING OUT OF INTO THAT FIRST SUMMER NIGHT FILLED WITH THE SOUNDS,
SMELLS AND SOULS OF THE NEARLY TWENTY MILLION PEOPLE BUSTLING THROUGH DELHI, |
WAS A GIRL BOTH INTRIGUED AND TERRIFIED BY WHAT STOOD IN FRONT OF ME. YEARS LATER,
| WRITE TO YOU AS A WOMAN WHO REMAINS CONFIDENT, CONVICTED, MOTIVATED, AND MOVED
ON A DAILY BASIS TO ENGAGE THE WORLD AND SHARE THE POWERFUL ONENESS OF HUMANITY
THAT MY YEAR AS A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR HAS LEFT IN MY SOUL.

JOHN WETING NOTE- KIM WILL. COMPLETE HER BACHELORS DEGREE AT NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY IN
MAY 201 1 AND HAS BEEN JOINED THE PEACE CORPS. SHE WILL BEGIN HER ASSIGNMENT IN LATIN AMERICA IN
SEPTEMBER 201 1.

KIM IS CENTER TOP IN THE GREEN SARI.



Nicole Weber

2009-2010 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR
UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA - PuBLIC HEALTH (MASTERS DEGREE)
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

BEING A ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR IN GE-
NEVA, SWITZERLAND WAS AN AMAZING EXPERIENCE AND
| THINK | REALIZED IT EVEN MORE SO AFTER THE YEAR
HAD ENDED. NOW LOOKING BACK, | AM HAPPY THAT I
WAS ABLE TO EXPERIENCE AS MUCH AS | DID IN GENEVA
BUT | WISH | HAD TAKEN EVEN MORE TIME TO BECOME
CLOSER TO MY HOST CLUB. AS SWISS CULTURE IS A BIT
MORE RESERVED, | FELT AT THE BEGINNING THE ROTARI-
ANS IN GENEVA DIDN'T WANT ME TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
MEETINGS AND EVENTS. IT WASN'T UNTIL | WAS A BIT
MORE PERSISTENT THAT THEY OPENED UP TO ME AND BECAME MUCH MORE WELCOMING. MY
ADVICE TO FUTURE SCHOLARS IS DO NOT BE SHY. YOU'VE BEEN PICKED AS AN AMBASSADOR
OF GOODWILL BECAUSE ROTARY BELIEVES THAT YOU HAVE THE CAPACITIES TO FILL THOSE
SHOES AND MOST ROTARIANS ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU AND HEAR ABOUT YOUR EXPERI-
ENCES. IT MAY TAKE SOME WARMING UP TO YOU DEPENDING ON WHAT THE ROTARY ENVIRON-
MENT IS LIKE IN YOUR HOST CLUB, BUT IF YOU WORK ON FORMING A RELATIONSHIP, IT MAKES
YOUR YEAR THAT MUCH MORE ENRICHING FOR BOTH YOU AND ROTARY.

JOHN WETING NOTE- NICOLE IS PRESENTLY STUDYING IN SPAIN WHERE SHE IS STUDYING FOR ANOTHER MAS-
TERS DEGREE IN PUBLIC HEALTH. AFTER HER RAS YEAR IN SWITZERLAND, SHE VOLUNTEERED IN HAITI BEFORE
RETURNING HOME. YOU CAN READ A BLOG OF HER ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP YEAR AT HTTP.//
NIWEBER.BLOGSPOT.COM/

NICOLE IS THE SECOND ONE IN FROM THE RIGHT TO THE LEFT.


http://niweber.blogspot.com/
http://niweber.blogspot.com/

Natalie Grattan

2010-2011 ROTARY AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR
OTAGO UNIVERSITY - PuBLIC HEALTH (MASTERS LEVEL, CURRENTLY STUDYING)
DUNEDIN, NEW ZEALAND

AS A SCHOLAR JUST BEGINNING MY YEAR ABROAD, | DON'T
HAVE TOO MUCH WISDOM TO IMPART. ONE THING I'VE REAL-
IZED, HOWEVER, IS THAT | AM GOING TO LEARN A LOT JUST BY
BEING HERE AND BEING OPEN TO NEW EXPERIENCES. [|'VE AL-
READY BEEN HERE © DAYS, AND | HAVE ALREADY LEARNED SO
MUCH! HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES:

e BELIEVE THE WEATHER REPORT. IF ACCUWEATHER SAYS
50°F AND RAINING, BUT THE CALENDAR SAYS THAT IT'S SUM-
MER, PACK SWEATERS AND A RAINCOAT.

¢ [LEARN TO CONVERT TO KG, KM, LITRES, ETC

« DON'T BUY ANYTHING (THE #1 RULE OF MY HOST SPON-

SOR); CHANCES ARE, YOUR CLUB HAS HOSTED A RAS BEFORE,

AND THEREFORE HAS BEDDING, BIKES, DISHES, ETC STORED

AND WAITING FOR YOU

e GO TO ROTARY MEETINGS; IF GETTING THE MOST OUT OF A YEAR ABROAD MEANS KNOWING
THE RIGHT PEOPLE, THEN ROTARIANS ARE CERTAINLY THE RIGHT PEOPLE TO KNOW!

e LOOK ALL WAYS (NOT JUST LEFT AND RIGHT) WHEN CROSSING THE STREET, YOU NEVER
KNOW WHERE A CAR CAN APPEAR FROM, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY'RE DRIVING ON THE
LEFT.

e RELAX; THINGS WILL BE SLOW AT FIRST, AND YOU WILL GET LONELY. EXPECT THIS. JOUR-
NAL, READ THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER, WALK AROUND, AND GET INVOLVED AS SOON AS YOU
CAN. THE MORE PLACES YOU GO, THE MORE PEOPLE YOU MEET, THE MORE YOU WILL
START TO FEEL AT HOME.

e KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS OPEN; THERE ARE SO MANY NEW THINGS TO SEE AND HEAR,
TASTE AND SMELL. EVEN IF IT LOOKS JUST LIKE HOME AT FIRST GLANCE, LOOK AGAIN.
THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING TO SURPRISE YOU.

...AND SO MUCH MORE! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY, AND | AM LOOKING FORWARD
TO A WONDERFUL YEAR OF LEARNING. GOOD LUCK ON YOUR INTERVIEWS, AND ON YOUR
YEARS OF LEARNING TO COME!

JOHN WETING NOTE- YOU CAN READ ABOUT HER AMBASSADORIAL YEAR ON HER BLOG AT
HTTP./ /WWW.NATSADVENTUREBOOK.BLOGSPOT.COM/



http://www.natsadventurebook.blogspot.com/

